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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
WELCOME, CELEBRATIONS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND THANKS 
We acknowledge with thanksgiving that we gather on the unceded territories of the Coast Salish 
peoples, and especially those of the Snuneymuxw people.  
We seek a new relationship with the first peoples here, one based in honour and respect, and we 
thank them for their hospitality. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Grace and peace to you from God. 
May God fill us with truth and joy. 
The Lord be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 
This is the day which the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
Almighty God, 
to you all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from you no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES 
The people walking in darkness 
have seen a great light. 
We light this candle to remember those who waited in hope for the Messiah. We light one candle 
and hope that the brightness will grow as we travel through Advent to Christmas. 
The first candle is lit. 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, 
for the one who promises is faithful. 
 

 

 



KYRIE ELEISON 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy 
 
ADVENT RESPONSES 
Among the poor, 
Among the proud, 
Among the persecuted, 
Among the privileged, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
In the private house, 
In the market place, 
In the wedding feast, 
In the judgement hall 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
With a gentle touch, 
With an angry word, 
With a clear conscience, 
With burning love, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
That the Kingdom might come, 
That the world might believe, 
That the powerful might stumble, 
That the humble might be raised, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
Within us, without us, 
Among us, before us, 
In this place, in every place, 
For this time, for all time, 
Christ is coming 
He is coming to make all things new. 
 



COLLECT OF THE DAY 
God of justice, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin 
to the light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
FIRST READING - JEREMIAH 33:14-16 (read by Betty Benson) 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be 
called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 25:1-9 (read by Louise Baines) 
To you, O Lord, 
I lift up my soul; 
my God, I put my trust in you; 
let me not be humiliated, 
nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
Show me your ways, O Lord, 
and teach me your paths. 
Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
for you are the God of my salvation; 
in you have I trusted all the day long. 
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
for they are from everlasting. 
Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
remember me according to your love 
and for the sake of your goodness, O Lord. 
Gracious and upright are you, O Lord; 
therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
You guide the humble in doing right 
and teach your way to the lowly.  
 



Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and shall be for ever. Amen 

 
EPISTLE - 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 (read by Kenna Botterell) 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the 
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love 
for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
THE GOSPEL - LUKE 21.25-36 (read by Rev. David Chillman) 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the 
earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will 
be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. 
Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.’ 
Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves 
you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away. 
Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the 
worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all 
who live on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 
strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.’  
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 



THE SERMON (Rev. David Chillman) 
 
HYMN – CP89 O COME O COME EMMANUEL Verses 1, 2, 5 & 7 
(sung by Deborah van der Goes & Marvin Svingen) 
1.O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
  
Refrain:  Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel 
              Shall come to you, O Israel. 
  
2.O come, O Wisdom from on high, 
Who orders all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go.  (Refrain) 
   
5. O come, O Key of David, come 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery.  (Refrain) 
  
7.O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of humankind, 
O bid our bitter conflict cease, 
And be for us our Prince of Peace.  (Refrain) 

 
THE CREED 
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead. 



 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE – Daryth Patten 
In joyful expectation, let us pray to our Saviour and Redeemer saying. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

In our worldwide Anglican communion, we pray for The Anglican Church in Brazil, in Canada 
we pray for our Primate, Linda Nicholls, indigenous Archbishop, Mark MacDonald, and our 
Bishop, Anna. This week we remember the parishioners of The Church of the Advent, Colwood, 
and their clergy, Paul Schumaker and Colleen Lisaner and he Province of B.C. and Yukon, and 
the diocese of Kootenay, Archbishop Lynne McNaughton. I n our parish we pray for David, our 
interim, Deborah and Marvin, priests among us and parishioners, Gerry, Donna Jeanne, Naomi 
and James Kearns. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Wisdom from the mouth of the Most High, you reign over all things to the end of the earth: 
come and teach us how to live. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Lord, and head of the house of Israel, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the burning bush, 
and you gave the law on Sinai: come with outstretched arms and ransom us. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Branch of Jesse, standing as a sign of the nations! All kings will keep silence before you and 
all peoples will summon you to their aid: come set us free and delay no more. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Key of David and sceptre of the House of Israel! You open, and none can shut; you shut, and 
none can open: come and free the captives from prison. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Morning Star, splendour of the Light eternal and bright Sun of righteousness: come and 
enlighten all who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 



O King of the Nations, you alone can fulfill their desires: Cornerstone, you make opposing 
nations one: come and save the creature you fashioned from clay. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Emmanuel, hope of the nations and their Saviour: come and save us, Lord our God. 
Lord Jesus, come soon! 

O Jesus of our everyday troubles, be with our leaders during this pandemic and natural disasters 
and guide them for the good of all. Bless the sick and elderly, especially Betty Bibs, Dorothy 
Dobson, and Lorrain Jordan. Lorna, Sheila Weatherell, Marlaine, Gary, Nathaniel, Kryell, and 
whom ever you have in your heart. Give strength to the vulnerable as they deal with shortages 
and loss. God bless the Queen. 
Amen. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
Dear friends in Christ, 
God, who is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy, 
welcomes sinners and invites them to this table. 
Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 
May the God of all healing and forgiveness draw you close, 
pardon and cleanse you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness 
and show you the glory of the Word made flesh, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



THE PEACE 
May the peace of Emmanuel - the God who is with us - fill you to overflowing in this season of 
waiting. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
 
PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS 
God of abundance, 
we bring before you 
the precious fruits of your creation 
|and with them our very lives. 
Teach us patience and hope 
as we care for all those in need 
until the coming of your Son, 
our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
The Lord be with you  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
Holy God, Lover of creation, 
we give you thanks and praise 
for in the ocean of your steadfast love you bear us 
and place the song of your Spirit in our hearts. 
When we turn from your love and defile the earth, 
you do not abandon us. 
Your Spirit speaks through Huldah and Micah, 
through prophets, sages, and saints in every age, 
to confront our sin 
and reveal the vision of your new creation. 
Joining in the song of the universe 
we proclaim your glory saying: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 



Gracious God, 
in the fullness of time you sent Jesus the Christ 
to share our fragile humanity. 
Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection 
you open the path from brokenness to health, 
from fear to trust, from pride and conceit 
to reverence for you. 
Rejected by a world 
that could not bear the Gospel of life, 
Jesus knew death was near. 
His head anointed for burial 
by an unknown woman, 
Jesus gathered together those who loved him. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it 
and gave it to his friends, 
saying, “Take and eat: 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine, 
gave you thanks, 
and said “Drink this all of you, 
this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many. 
Whenever you drink it, 
do this for the remembrance of me.” 
And now we gather at this table 
in response to his commandment, 
to share the bread and cup of Christ’s undying love, 
and to proclaim our faith. 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
Breathe your Holy Spirit, 
the wisdom of the universe, 
upon these gifts that we bring to you: 
this bread, this cup, 
ourselves, our souls and bodies, 
that we may be signs of your love for all the world 
and ministers of your transforming purpose. 
Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, Creator of all, 
and we bless your holy name for ever. Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
As our Saviour has taught us, let us pray, 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Like those that look for the morning 
so our souls wait for the Lord. 
Be known to us, Lord, in the breaking of the bread. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
This is the table of Emmanuel – 
a place where bread and wine remind us 
how to live and love 
as those who inhabit God’s time, 
and work to build the Kingdom. 
A place where we recognise 
that the one for whom we wait 
is also the one who is already, and always, here with us. 
So come 
whether you are watching for the dawn, or dreading first light, 
whether you are waiting with hope, or hiding your face, 
come with quiet confidence 
because here it is Emmanuel who watches 
for our coming, 
and who waits with love and joy 
to welcome us in. 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
All are welcome to come and receive Holy Communion. 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God for whom we wait, 
in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day 
when the hungry will be fed with good things. 
Send us forth to make known your deeds 
and to proclaim the greatness of your name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 
 
DOXOLOGY 
Glory to God, whose power, working in us, 
can do infinitely more 
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God 
from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
The love and light of God 
scatter the darkness from before you 
and guide your feet into the way of peace; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen 
 
SENDING FORTH 
People of God, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
Emmanuel; God is with us. Amen. 

 
Prayer Chain:  prayer requests for the prayer chain please call  

Sue Dobson   250-751-9388 
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